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REMARKS 

Figure 9a was amended to depict the claimed garment attachment means and absorbent 
article attachment meas. Support for the above amendment can be throughout the specification, 
at for example, the original claims and page 1 1 , lines 21 et seq. 

Figure 10 was added to depict layers. Support for the above amendment can be found 
throughout the specification at, for example, page 4, line 15 - page 5, line 22pasge 8, lines 19- 
30. 

The paragraph at page 2, line 24, of the specification was amended to remove the term 
"Applicants" fi-om the specification. 

The Summary of Invention was amended to conform to the claims. 

The Brief Description of the Drawings was amended to include descriptions of FIGS. 9a, 
9b, 9c, and 10. 

The paragraph beginning at page 5, line 4, was amended to provide identical language in 
the Detailed Description as in the claims. Support for the amendment can be foimd throughout 
the specification at, for example, original clainfis 3, 8, and 1 1, 

The paragr^h beginning at page 11, line 21, was amended to include reference numbers 
for the amendments made to Figure 9a. v-^ ^ - 

A new paragr^h was added beginning at page 12, line 20, to provide a description for 
new FIG. 10. Support for this amendment can be found throughout the specification at, for 
example, page 4, line 15 - page 5, line 22pasge 8, lines 19-30. 

The abstract has been replaced with a new abstract. Support for this amendment can be 
found in the original and the pending claims. 

Claim 1 was amended to remove recitation of a cover in the layered portion and to 
remove the recitation of a perforation as an element in claim 1 . 

Claim 2 was amended to correct a typographical error in the preamble and to correct 
claim dependency to new claim 13. 

Claims 3 and 4 were amended to correct typographical errors in the preamble. 

Claim 5 was amended to make the claim more grammatically correct and to remove 
recitation of limitations concerning the thong pantiliner. 

Claims 7 and 8 were amended to provided correct to correct claim dependency to new 
claim 16. 

Claim 9 was amended to remove recitation of a cover and a limitation of breathable to 
the backsheet. 
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Claim 13 was added to recite a perforation between the wing that longitudinally 
extending edge. Support for new claim 13 can be found throughout the specification at, for 
example, original clam 1, FIGS. 1-8, and page 6, line 13 - page 7, hne 13. 

Claim 14 was added to recite a perforation between the wing that longitudinally 
extending edge. Support for new claim 14 can be found throughout the specification at, for 
example, original clam 1 . 

Claim 15 was added to recite a perforation between the wing that longitudinally 
extending edge. Support for new claim 15 can be foxmd throujghout the specification at, for 
example, original clam 1. 

Claim 16 was added to recite certain limitations on the thong pantiliner. Support for new 
claim 16 can be found throughout the specification ^ for e3^^^^^^^[^^^5 .^^^^^^^ 

Claims 1 7 and 1 8 were added to recite certain limitatidns on the thong pantiliner. 
Support for new claims 1 7 and 18 can be found throughout the ^ecificatiph for example, 
original clam 5. ■ - ' • • ' - .^'-X:^ ^rW^^ff^f^M^^ 

Claims 19 and 20 were added to recite certain linutatipns t^^ *: 
Support for new claims 19 and 20 can be found throiighoiit the 
original clam 9. / '^i - ' ' r 

Claim 21 was added to recite certain limitations on the:pahtilinCT. • SxipportTpr new claim 
21 can be foxmd throughoxit the specification at, for exan:^le, drigjiM 

It is subriiitted that no new matter has been introduced by^^ 
Approval and entry of the amendments is respectfuUy soUciteA ^^^^^^^r 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and 
claims by the cxirrent amendment. The attached page(s) is/are captioned ''Version with 
markings to show changes made." - 
Objections 

The Examiner objected to the abstract of the disclosxire because the Examiner took the 
position that "legal terminology 'mean for* should be avoided," "(iii)" shoxild be deleted and the 
abstract is too long. )(March 15, 2002 OfiSce Action ("OA") at 2.) The Examiner required 
correction. 

The Examiner's careful review of the abstract of the disclosxire is most appreciated. The 
abstract of the disclosure has been amended in order to overcome the Examiner's objection. The 
Examiner is asked to remove this ground of objection in view of the above amendments. 

The Examiner objected to the disclosure becaxise: 
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ground of objection. The Examiner is asked to withdraw this ground of rejection in view of 
such amendments. 

The Examiner objected to claims 2-12 because of the following informalities: 

1) in claims 2-4, line 1 , "An" should be - The—; 

2) in claim 9, line 2, "A" should be - a 

3) in claims 6-8, "An" should be -The -sand 

4) in claims 10-12, line 1, "A" should be - The 

(OA at 3.) 

The Exaiiiiner's careful review of the claiiris is most ^preciated. However, the 
Examiner asserted that claims 2-12 were objected to, but a specific objection for claim 5 could 
not be identified. The Examiner is asked to confirm whether claiih 5 is objected to in the next 
paper issued for the c£^tioned appUcation. ■ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ i^^^ 

Claim 9 has been amended in view of the Examiner's carefiil review. : The Examiner is 
asked to withdraw this objection in the next paper issued for thb ci^tioned appUcatiori ^ >: vt, 

The Examiner's objections in items 1), 3), and 4) above are ri^ectfiilty^^ 
beUeved that there is no binding precedent, statute, or rule th^ teqtJ^^ d<^bident claiins to 
begin with the word *The" as opposed to "A" or "An." Thprejfpre^flta claims 
is required and none has beai made. The Examiner is aski^to wdfed^^ 
requirement. 

Indefiniteness Rejection ^r^^ ^y-^^y -,:- 

Claims 5-8 were rejected under 35 USC §112, second paragr^h. (OA at 3.) In making 

the rejection, the Examiner asserted that "it is unclear [in clainis 5 and 7-8] whether Applicant is 

claiming the subcombination of the wing or the combination pf the wirig and pant^ 

Claim 5 has been amended and new claim 16 has been added in view of tiie Examiner's 

conmients. The Examiner is, accordingly, asked to withdraw this groxmd of rejection in view of 

the above amendments. 

Anticipation Rejection 

Claim 1-4 and 9-12 were rejected under 35 USC §102(b) as anticipated by Bien. (OA at 

3.) 

For the reasons set forth below, the rejection, respectfiiUy is traversed. 

At the outset, the rejection is unclear as to the information and reference being relied on 
by the Examiner. The Examiner asserted that "Bien" was relied upon. However, OA does not 
provide any information regarding to what "Bien" was intended to refer to. 
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While not required, the following is provided to expedite prosecution on the merits. In 
making the rejection, the Examiner appeared to rely on Mattingly for disclosure of the claimed 
silhouette and to Osbom for disclosure of a transfer layer. 

As is well settled, anticipation requires "identity of invention." Each and every element 
recited in a claim must be found in a single prior art reference and arranged as in the claim. 

Because the Examiner has relied upon more than on document to make up for g^s left 
by the primary reference. The Exandner asserted that Bien " contains the same structure as 
required by the pending claims. Yet, the Examiner looked to Mattingly and Osbom to fill in the 
stmctural gaps left by Bien. Therefore, the rejection is improper and should be withdrawn 

Furthermore, in a § 102(b) rejection there must be no diflference between what is claimed 
and what is disclosed in the appUed reference. **Moreover, it is inciunbent upon the Examiner 
to identify wherein each and every facet of the claimed invention is disclosed in the applied 
reference." The Examiner is required to point to the disclosure in the reference "Ay page and 
/me" iq)on which the claim allegedly reads. ^ ^ v 

The rejection fails to identify where in Bien each and every element of the claims is 
shown. The Examiner failed to assert where in Bien there is a recitation of the aflfirmatively 
required releaseably attached wing is foimd. While Bien discloses perforatiohs may be used to 
adjust the side of the flaps, it is submitted that this not a disclosure of the reqmred releaseably 
attached wing required in the amended claims. The disclosure relied on by the Examiner is 
insufficient as a matter of law to support a conclusion of anticipation, and for this additional 
reason, the rejection should be withdrawn. 

Turning to claims 10-12, the Examiner asserted that the comments regarding claim 2 
apply to claim 10. (OA at 4) The Exanwner also asserted that the stmcture of the kit is taught by 
Bien. 

There is a ''burden of proof on the Patent Office which requires it to produce the factual 

basis for its rejection of an appUcation imder sections 102 and 103 " The rejection fails to 

provide any basis, let alone the requisite factual basis to sustain a rejection for anticipation. The 
Examiner did not state where in Bien there is disclosure to the claimed kit. For this reason, the 
rejection is improper and should be withdrawn. 
Obviousness Rejection 

Claims 5-8 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being xmpatentable over Maulhardt 
DE '026 'Maulhardt". (OA at 4.) 

For the reasons set forth below the rejection, respectfiiUy is traversed. 
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Accordingly, for the reasons set forth above, entry of the amendments, withdrawal of the 
rejections, and allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. If the Examiner has any 
questions regarding this p£q)er, please contact the xmdersigned. 

RespectfixUy submitted. 


By: 

Reg. No. 

Johnson & Johnson 
One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 
New Brunswick, NJ 08933-7003 
(732) 524-6586 

Dated: June 17, 2002 ^ - 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
In the Specification : 

Fig. 9a was replaced with the enclosed amended Fig. 9a, 
New Fig. 10 was added to the drawings. 

The paragraph beginning at page 2, line 24, was replaced with the following rewritten 
paragr^h: 

- Applioonto have It has been surprisingly discovered a highly useful absorbent article 
for garments and thong garments having at least one removable wing. Such an absorbent article 
provides a wearer with at least one wing attached to the absorbent article or the WiSJ^ 
optionally detach some or all the wmgs. In another embodiment of the pp^ent mveaitipn, wmgs 
may be added by the wearer to the absorbent article to provide additional protection against / 
movement of the pantiliner. Thus, flie present invention ^^w|^^ 
whether to use fix>m zero to three or more wings to secure the ^^^mi^ 
invention to thong garments.— ; ; : 

The paragraph beginning at page 3, line 4, was rc^iac^ yaffi^^fe^^ 

-The present invention is difk;ted B^ab^^^t 
first portion, a second portion, wherein the second pprtion beiiig m oppos^^^ to the^ ; 

first portion, and a first longitudinally extending edge and a second longitudirially extending 
edge being in opposed relationship between the first portion to ttie second poi^^^ a layered 
portion including an absorbent core and a backsheet; at least one wing lateradly extending 
from the first longitudinally extending edge or the second longitudinally extending edge^t 
wherein the wine is releasablv attached to and moono for rbmovinfi^th e 
longitudinally extending edge." 

The paragraph beginning at page 3, line 12, was replaced with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

-The present invention is also directed to an absorbent article with a silhouette having 
a first portion having a maximum width, a second portion having a maximimi width, wherein 
the second portion being in opposite relation to the first portion and the maximum width of 
the first portion is greater than the maximxmi width of the second portion, and a first 
longitudinally extending edge and a second longitudinally extending edge being in opposed 
relationship between the first portion to the second portion; a layered portion including an 
absorbent core and a backsheet; at least one wing laterally extending from the first 
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Please add the following paragraph at page 12, line 20: 

- Turning to Figure 10. there is depicted an a thong pantihner having a cover 67, an 
absorbent core 1 and a backsheet 2.—. 

The abstract was replaced with the following rewritten abstract: 

—An absorbent article with a silhouette having a first portion having a maximum 
widthy md a second portion having a maximxmi width, wherein the second portion being in 
opposite relation to the first portion and the maximum width of the first portion is greater 
than the maximum width of the second portion and (iii) a first longitudinally extending edge 
and second longitudinally extending edge being in opposed relationship between the first 
portion and the second portion; a layered portion including an absorbent core and a 
backsheet; at least one wing laterally extending Gcom the first longitudinjdly extending edge 
or the secorid longitudinally extending edge, wherein the wing is r eleasablv attached to and 
moano for romo\dng tho wing firom the longitudinally extending edge. V 

Altomativoly, on attoohmont wing for s e ouring on obsoifaont ortiolo to a gormont with on 

upper ourfooo including on Qboorbcmt ortiolo attoohmont for oooming tho ottoohmont wing to tho 
obsorbont ortiolo and a lower ourfaoo oomprioing a gm x uont attopto moang ooouring th e 
attachment wing to tho gormont. Additionally, a Idt io prpyidod to p obroA 
at loaat ono attoohmont wing for ooouring the abf30ifaont ortiolo to a gormont. ^ 

In tihe Claims : 

Claim 1 was amended as follows: 

1. (Amended) A pantiliner coirq)rising 

(a) a silhouette comprising 

(iv) a first portion having a maximima width, 

(v) a second portion having a maximum width, wherein the second portion 
being in opposite relation to the first portion and the maximxmi width of 
the first portion is greater than the maximum width of the second 
portion, and 

(vi) a first longitudinally extending edge and second longitudinally extending 
edge being in opposed relationship between the first portion and the 
second portion; 

(b) a layered portion comprising 
4) aoovor, 

Si) an absorbent core? and 
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(ii) on abflorbont ooro, and 

(ii) a broathoblo boolcohoot . 

Claim 7 was amended as follows: 

7. (Amended) An attachment wing of claim 16, wherein the thong pantiliner further 
comprises a transfer layer. 

Claim 8 was amended as follows: 

8. (Amended) An attachment wing of claim 16, wherein the absorbent core comprises 
absorbent material selected from the group consisting of pulp fibers, bicomponent fibers, 
polyester fibers, and superabsorbent polymers. 

Claim 9 was amended as follows: -^^^ 

9. (Amended) A kit for an absorbent article, the kit comprising: 

A. Aa pantiliner comprising: - 

(i) a silhouette comprising * y - 

(a) a first portion having a inaximiim width, ^^^^^^^^^ V 

(b) a second portion having a maffl^ 
portion being in opposite refeti^ 

width of the fiisf portion is great^^ than jflie maximi& wdtH of the 
second portion, and ^-^^^^ T 

(c) a first longitudinally extending edge and a second 
longitudinally extending edge being in opposed relationship 
between the first portion to the second portion; 

(ii) layered portion comprising 
oovor, 

(b) an absorbent core? and 

(c) a breathable backsheet; and 

B. at least one attachment wing. 

The following new claim 13 was added: 

13 (New) A pantiliner of claim 1 further comprising a perforation between the wing and 
the longitudinally extending edge for removing the wing. 

The following new claim 14 was added: 

14. (New) A pantiliner of claim 1 wherein the layered portion further comprises a cover. 
The following new claim 15 was added: 
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15 (New) A pantiliner of claim 1 wherein the backsheet is breathable. 
The following new claim 16 was added: 

16. (New) Anattachmentwingof claims, wherein the thong pantiliner comprises 

A. a silhouette comprising 

(i) a first portion having a maximimi width, 

(ii) a second portion having a maximum width, wherein the second 
portion being in opposite relation to the first portion and the maximum 
width of the first portion is greater than the maximum width of the 
second portion, and 

(iii) a first longitudinally extending edge and a second 
longitudinally extending edge being in opposed rfelatidriship'between 
the first portion to the second portion and 

B. a layered portion comprising 

(i) an absorbent core and r : 4 Kv^'-^^ 

(ii) abacksheet. , v ^ : ' : 

The following new claim 17,was added: ^^><. j - ^ 

17. (New) An attachment wmg of claml 16; wherem the^thong^pantilmer f 
comprises a cover. ; 

The following new claim 18 was added: 

1 8 . (New) An attachment wing of claim 1 6, wherein the backsheet is breathable. 
The following new claim 19 was added: 

19. (New) A kit of claim 9, wherein the attachment wing comprises a cover^md a 
backsheet. 

The following new claim 20 was added: 

20. ( New) A kit of claim 19, wherein the backsheet is breathable. 
The following new claim 21 was added: 

21 . (New) A kit of claim 9, wherein the pantiliner further comprises a cover. 
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